C 32H42Cl2N2ORu, monoclinic, P121/c1 (no. 14), a = 12.930(4) Å, b = 18.094(6) Å, c = 13.655(4) Å, b = 114.00(2)°, V = 2918.4 Å 3 , Z = 4, R gt(F) = 0.046, wRref(F 2 ) = 0.133, T = 193 K.
A striking feature is the C-C bond alternation around the ring with an average C-C (short) of 1.416(5) Å and C-C (long) of 1.446(6) Å. The bond lengths Ru-M1 (M1 is the midpoint between C20 and C21 atoms), Ru-M2 (M2 is midpoint between C17 and C22) and Ru-M3 (M3 is midpoint between C18 and C19) are 2.143(1), 2.092(1) Å and 2.089(1) Å, respectively. The Ru-h bond angles are 61.0(2)°(M1-Ru-M2), 61.6(1)°( M2-Ru-M3) and 61.2(1)°(M1-Ru-M3). The arene ring is planar with Ru-C distance between 2.199(4) Å and 2.260(4) Å. All the other bond lengths fall within the expected range.
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